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TAGS: ESCAP, OCON, TPHY, SU 

SUBJECT: SOVIET MEMBERSHIP IN THPHOON COMMITTEE 
REF: BANGKOK 23678 

1. DEPT IS NOT REPEAT NOT CLEAR WHETHER THE TYPHOON COMMI- 
TEE CAN MAKE THE DECISION REGARDING SOVIET MEMBERSHIP SINCE 
TERMS OF REFERENCE PROVIDE THAT MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES 
REGIONAL MEMBERS OF ESCAP SUBJECT TO TYPHOONS. SOVIETS 

ARE NOT NOW REGIONAL MEMBERS OF ESCAP AND DEPT BELIEVES ANY 
CHANGE OF STATUS SHOULD BE SUBJECT OF DECISION BY ENTIRE 
COMMISSION. 
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2. WHILE USDEL SHOULD MAKE OUR POSITION CLEAR, BELIEVE 
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INITIATIVE IN REACTING TO SOVIET PROPOSAL SHOULD BE LEFT 
PRIMARILY TO REGIONAL STATES. WE ASSUME SOME REGIONAL 
STATES WILL OBJECT TO SOVIET MEMBERSHIP. IF SOVIET 
MEMBERSHIP DOES BECOME LIVE ISSUE, USDEL SHOULD MAKE 
OUR VIEWS KNOWN TO SECRETARIAT AND OTHER FRIENDLY DELS. 

INGERSOLL 
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